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This set of two books, which was edited by Kevin Smith and 
Katherine Dickson, presents an extensive overview of open 
access and the future of scholarly communication, particular-
ly from the perspective of librarians. The first book about pol-
icy and infrastructure has 14 chapters and the second book 
about implementation has 15 chapters. All chapters were writ-
ten by different groups of authors. The topics dealt with in the 
first book include the main principles and concepts of the 
open access movement, the roles of librarians in prompting 
open access, various aspects and issues related to library-
based open access publishing, insights from interlibrary loan 
relevant to open access, the long-term viability of open access 
publishing, metadata standards for open access repositories, 
and open access research management services. There are 
also several chapters on specific case studies on the introduc-
tion and implementation of open access by university librar-
ies. Chapter 5, which presents the story of the musical band 
Grateful Dead about its policy of allowing its audiences to re-
cord and trade tapes of the band’s shows freely, is refreshing 
and provides something to think about in the context of open 
access. Chapter 6 on the diversity and social justice is also of 
some interest and gives an advice that classifying some open 
access journals from developing countries as predatory ones 
prematurely can be prejudicial.
 In the second book on implementation, there are chapters 
on copyright transfers and licenses, library support for cours-
es that require open access distribution, library support for 
gold open access author fees, open educational resources, the 
use of alternative metrics, open access in the context of un-
dergraduate education and publishing, electronic thesis and 

dissertation and the student anxieties associated with them, 
open government data, library metadata, and text mining of 
digital collections. It is surprising to find that in some areas of 
humanities and social sciences, there still exist a substantial 
number of academics who are resistant to the idea of open ac-
cess, while it has been widely accepted in science, engineering, 
and medicine. It is persuasive that librarians can play a posi-
tive role in alleviating their fears of open access.  
 It appears that librarians, as a group, are very strong advo-
cates for the open access movement for various reasons. The 
main theme running through the whole chapters is that open 
access is truthful to the spirit of libraries of sharing knowledge 
freely with everybody. Most chapters are introductory and 
easy to read. I have found, however, that the chapter on meta-
data standards is hard to read, since there is not much expla-
nation of the background material. In addition, the writing 
style of a few chapters is not concise and somewhat redun-
dant. I have also found that some chapters on the case studies 
of library publishing are rather similar and are redundant. In 
spite of the diverse topics included in these books, I think 
those topics were chosen mainly for librarians and not for the 
more general readers interested in open access. Nevertheless, 
I think these are very good books for understanding the prin-
ciples and practicalities of open access and its role in scholarly 
communication not only for librarians but also for everybody. 

Conflict of Interest

No potential conflict of interest relevant to this article was re-
ported.


